
Track Notes For The Ether
by Robbyn Trappen

This album isn't so much a specific story as it is a record of the goings-on during my first three years at college. There 
is a theme, though. The subject matter of the pieces is somewhat strange and may be hard to identify with. I've 
included this set of song descriptions to at least guide you a little bit.

Just for clarity, "The Ether" refers to the "heavenly" ether, which comes from a Latin word meaning upper air. It is not 
referring to the chemical you huff to give yourself brain damage. This usage of ether describes a state where life 
becomes mystical and otherworldly, and far more beautiful (or ugly) than it normally is.

Stylistically, this album goes all over the place. I tried to make each piece go in a different direction and wanted to do 
something new each time. Unlike a lot of ambient, most of these pieces are short (under 5 minutes). Perhaps they'll be 
more accessible to the shorter attention span of my age group now.

Track Style Notes

1 Das Ende Cinematic Written very close to the end of my senior year of high school, this piece 
was my reflection on the journey. I also thought it fit better as an intro 
into the tale that came after high school. At the end of it, I did not have 
much love for my alma mater.

2 Coma Voices Ambient A very mellow piece that depicts a state of being half-in, half-out of a 
coma, where light begins to filter into your world and you can hear 
people talking around you, but do not understand them. During the last 
year, most of my friends had left or gotten kicked out of school, so I was 
just pushing through the year. The days sort of blurred together. This is 
how I felt during the last days of high school, as I started to emerge from 
the fog that I had been in and become myself again.

3 Dreamcatcher  
Rite

Ambient A bittersweet melodic piece that deals with time travel, but not from a 
physics standpoint. It's more the idea of how you'd deal with being able 
to go back and change something. Sort of like the movie Seventeen  
Again, but minus all that chick-flick stuff.

4 Into Darkness Gothic Ambient This is one instance where I captured the music that floats through my 
head as I am drifting off to sleep. This song came from a part of my 
freshman year when I was in an emotionally twisted place. It's dark, yet 
extremely melodic. Images come to mind of dead forests and dark, 
cloudy skies, with light filtering though in places.

5 The Dark Hours Dark Ambient Waiting for sleep and dawn to come. The worst things in me come out at 
night and they disappear again in the morning. Usually.

6 Mist Experimental 
Ambient

I was trying to portray an almost hallucinogenic environment in this one. 
Though I have not touched the acid, I believe that portraying an unreal 
environment fits with the subject matter of this piece. It has to do with 
hiding within your mind when something uncomfortable has happened. 
In my case, it was opening up to someone and regretting it later. It was 
also very foggy on the (February) day that this took place, which gave 
me the idea for the title. This is perhaps my favorite cut on the album.
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7 Another End Ambient It's that point that I seem to reach every time I get dragged through the 
same problem again and again. It's nowhere near as killed dead as I 
would like it, but I'm ready to leave it, and to start again, again.

8 Sludge Dark Ambient I chose the name Sludge not for the liquid sound I used in the track, but 
rather because the piece is a collection of hostility and ill will from five 
different events that happened during my freshman year. This one came 
out damn near perfect.

9 Neutralization Dark Abstract For anyone who knows about it, this piece has elements of the relatively 
new science of intention that hybridizes spirituality and quantum 
physics. My goal was to create an uneasy piece that described the sound 
of energy … raw energy. It's a lot more slow moving than my other 
ones. There's a sample of a supposed recording of ghosts at a murder 
house in here. Explaining the meaning of this piece would be kind of 
difficult, but let's say its about changing a negative mindset, and exerting 
your will against the universe around you. Make sense? Didn't think so.

10 Decaying Echoes Abstract Very droney, but still extremely melodic. This piece compliments the 
previous one and has a somewhat similar meaning, but it's even more 
abstract. Just relax and enjoy this one.

11 Long Time  
Coming

Ambient This was me visualizing where I'd be in ten years, having defeated my 
demons and attaining peace. Basically my declaration before God of 
where I intended to take my life unless he had some other plan. It 
worked, though I could not anticipate the dark place it would lead me 
into.

12 Faint Dark Melodic 
Ambient

This piece is sort of futuristic sounding, and deals with death and the 
transition point where you are fading out of this world and into the next 
one, and are beginning to see images form. This was inspired in a rather 
strange way, by a dream someone I know had in which they killed 
themselves.

13 Yellow Room Very Dark 
Ambient

My first brush with nihilism which resulted in a serious reordering of my 
life. The "yellow room" refers to my dorm room sophomore year, which 
had angry, yellow colored walls. It was here that with too much down 
time on my hands I came to this realization. It almost destroyed me.

14 The Blue Room Ambient Praying to the gods that the thing I worked so long to destroy returns 
again. This piece has elements of an earlier work I did, Cerulean, as they 
both have similar themes.

15 Time of Promise Ambient DnB After being dead so long I had forgotten what it was like to be alive. The 
world is changing, maybe for the worse, but it was enough to get me out 
of bed that morning.
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16 Strange  
Romance

Ambient 
Chiptune

Artistic expression at its purest. I am certain that I am the only person to 
ever do a piece like this. It's sort of an odd gesture, such as instead of 
bringing flowers for a date, you bring a kitchen appliance. Don't ask me 
why, but it's what was inside me. It's my way of saying "I like you so 
much that I’ll express my feelings to you in an 8 bit chiptune." In case 
you're wondering, I didn't actually give her this. That would be weird. 
For those that don't recognize it, this is based on the style of Gameboy 
music.

17 Bleak December Ambient 
Orchestral

Lying awake at 4 AM on a silent, snowy Sunday, pondering the 
aftermath of my revenge.

18 Stuck Ambient Sitting by the radio, watching the world, waiting for something to 
change... 

19 Hemlock Dark Ambient When I wrote this piece, I felt like my personality was disappearing. 
With nothing to stimulate my emotionally, I was becoming numb (not 
depressed) to everything. After 3 months, I began to come back and I 
would fight through this successfully by the time I wrote Converging 
Point. This piece also has a second aspect that deals with human bodily 
frailty and weakness. I never have liked the human body. It's not a side I 
completely intended, but those feelings are definitely there. On a 
production note, this piece is subtle, most unlike anything I've done 
before. It's very muffled and should be listened to through headphones. 
It's meant to unsettle you more than instilling fright, and throw your 
biorhythms off with its pulsing and popping sounds, though I think it 
will do the former, too. You might try browsing some of the artwork of 
H.R. Giger while listening to this one. 

20 Bad Trip of a  
Life

Dark Ambient Where am I going? Does God have my back? Does anything happen for 
a reason? The search for the answers to these questions brought me to 
the edge, but in the end, I found what I needed and the madness subsided 
for a time. 

21 Converging 
Point

Ambient / 
Electronic

A tribute to her gift, curse, and legacy, the passionate, surreal world that 
it opened me up to, and the normal world that it forever separated me 
from, this piece is a remembering of the past and look to the future. Very 
complicated meaning in this one. Successfully writing this piece has 
been a major personal victory for me.

22 My Mind is  
Melting

Dark Melodic 
Ambient

This piece deals with certain weird mental states that I get into 
sometimes late at night, when I've been up too long, where reality isn't 
as familiar and friendly as it should be. 

23 Sunset Dark Melodic 
Ambient

Reaching the end and being powerless to stop it. But, after I wrote this 
piece, everything went crazy, so perhaps my prayer was heard.

24 Dark Tomorrows Cinematic Dark 
Ambient

A look to the future, and it's not going to be easy... 
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25 The Answer Dark Ambient In the darkest hour, I finally deduced the solution that I had been 
searching for for six years. Finally, I knew why everything had 
happened, and why my prayers had accomplished little, and the model 
that finally described reality was a strange one. The subject matter is 
surprisingly positive despite the dark feel of the track. There was other 
stuff going on while I figured this out. 

26 The Ether Ambient / 
Electronic

A very complex piece with many layers of meaning, among them being 
the way I see the world and the ability of life to transcend mundane and 
earthly. A fun fact about the production is that the language you hear in 
this is complete gibberish and was made with a speech synthesizer.
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